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The Rise of the “Nones”

From UCLA’s Higher Education Research Institute
The American Freshman: National Norms 2014
https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2014-Expanded.pdf

https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2014-Expanded.pdf


Predictions about “Nones” aren’t new

1971



Some of earliest data on campus 
“nones” comes from 1967

https://www.heri.ucla.edu/PDFs/pubs/TFS/Norms/Monographs/NationalNormsForEnteringCollegeFreshmen19
67.pdf

https://www.heri.ucla.edu/PDFs/pubs/TFS/Norms/Monographs/NationalNormsForEnteringCollegeFreshmen1967.pdf




In 1967 the “Nones” made up .6% of freshmen at 
Catholic colleges, 1.2% at Protestant colleges, and 
2.3% at private universities.



Only 7% of students at Protestant colleges were Catholic. 
Less than 4% of students at Catholic colleges were 
Protestant. Jewish students made up a tiny percentage of 
the student body at Catholic and Protestant institutions.



By 1971 the percentage of “Nones” had risen to 
13.8% at Protestant colleges and 12.1% at 
Catholic colleges.



Growth of Nones Since 1980s

Over three decades, the percentage of nones
rose from 8.3% (1983) to 29.5% (2015)
at all colleges and universities



In 2016 “Nones” made up about 17 
percent of new freshmen at religious 
institutions, along with 12 percent of 
freshmen at private HBCUs

The Secular Student Alliance at Loyola University-Chicago

https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2016.pdf

https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2016.pdf


Some see “nones” as part of secularization trend

Political Scientist Tobin Grant

https://religionnews.com/2014/08/01/five-signs-
great-decline-religion-america-gallup-graphs-church/

https://religionnews.com/2014/08/01/five-signs-great-decline-religion-america-gallup-graphs-church/


Most college students are not secular

http://spirituality.ucla.edu/docs/reports/Spiritual_Life_College_Students_Full_Rep
ort.pdf

http://spirituality.ucla.edu/docs/reports/Spiritual_Life_College_Students_Full_Report.pdf


72% identify as spiritual

54% identify as religious

71% of spiritual also 
identify as religious 

(2011 UCLA Report)

https://spirituality.ucla.edu/docs/white%20paper/white%20paper%20final.pdf

https://spirituality.ucla.edu/docs/white%20paper/white%20paper%20final.pdf


How do church-related institutions 
serve a changing student body?

Several data sources suggest that church-
related institutions are good places for 
religious and spiritual exploration



Church-related
colleges are
seeker friendly



Data on Impact of Church-Related 
Colleges and Universities 

1. National Catholic College Admissions 
Association Survey (2011)

2. Lutheran Colleges surveys (2011)

3. Council for Christian Colleges & Universities 
surveys

4. UCLA Survey of Faculty Spirituality



http://www.catholiccollegesonline.org/resources/pdfs/values-that-matter-2011-hardwick-
day.pdf

http://www.catholiccollegesonline.org/resources/pdfs/values-that-matter-2011-hardwick-day.pdf


The Catholic alumni survey found ample 
“opportunities for spiritual development”















Surveys of Lutheran Colleges Report 
Similar Findings on Spirituality/Religion

https://lutherancolleges.org/our-research/

https://lutherancolleges.org/our-research/












Equally Encouraging Findings from 
Council for Christian Colleges & 
Universities Institutions

Todd Hall, “The Spiritual Lives of CCCU Students,” 
Spring 2017, Advance Magazine. Based on data from 
9,608 students at 22 different CCCU institutions
https://www.cccu.org/magazine/the-spiritual-lives-of-cccu-students/

https://www.cccu.org/magazine/the-spiritual-lives-of-cccu-students/


“Of 24 program areas that are assessed, students reported 
that nine are both important and have a positive impact on 
their spiritual development”





Religious struggle can be part 
of spiritual development



Spiritual development is a priority for faculty 
at church-related colleges & universities



Data and slides from Faculty Survey
from Higher Education Research Institute at
UCLA (2004 Presentation by Jennifer Lindholm)

https://characterclearinghouse.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1416
/files/imported/Institute%20Proceedings/The-Role-of-Faculty-in-
Students-Spiritual-Development-Powerpoint.pdf

https://characterclearinghouse.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1416/files/imported/Institute%20Proceedings/The-Role-of-Faculty-in-Students-Spiritual-Development-Powerpoint.pdf


https://characterclearinghouse.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1416/files/imported/Institute%20Proc
eedings/The-Role-of-Faculty-in-Students-Spiritual-Development-Powerpoint.pdf

https://characterclearinghouse.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1416/files/imported/Institute%20Proceedings/The-Role-of-Faculty-in-Students-Spiritual-Development-Powerpoint.pdf


Religious college faculty focused on spirituality

https://characterclearinghouse.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1416/files/imported/Institute%20Proc
eedings/The-Role-of-Faculty-in-Students-Spiritual-Development-Powerpoint.pdf

https://characterclearinghouse.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1416/files/imported/Institute%20Proceedings/The-Role-of-Faculty-in-Students-Spiritual-Development-Powerpoint.pdf


Faculty at religious colleges scored relatively high 
on spirituality scale in landmark study of faculty

http://spirituality.ucla.edu/docs/results/faculty/spirit_professoriate.pdf

http://spirituality.ucla.edu/docs/results/faculty/spirit_professoriate.pdf


What kind of spirituality are we talking 
about? 



Church-related colleges cultivate 
spiritualities grounded in historical 
traditions



Chaplains at church-related colleges have 
modeled a spirituality-with-modifiers

The late Kim McElaney, Director of the Chaplains Office at Holy Cross College



National Study of Campus Ministries 
interviews revealed rooted spiritualities

Chaplains used adjectives like 
“Wesleyan,” “Benedictine,” “Quaker,” 
“Franciscan,” “Anabaptist,” “Feminist,” 
and “Jesuit/Ignatian” to describe the 
theological basis for their work



Church-related college faculty initiated into 
spirituality-with-modifiers

Holy Cross Ignatian Pilgrimage Spain

Concordia Lutheran Heritage Seminar Tour   Young Scholars in the Baptist Academy at Oxford



Centers & institutes ground faculty in deep 
spiritual and religious traditions





Vocation Initiatives in Church-Related 
Higher Education Shape the Spiritual



Impact of Lilly Vocation Initiatives on 
Faculty and Staff (Clydesdale study)



New challenges for cultivating spirituality 
in church-related higher education



Challenge/Opportunity #1: 
Ethnic & Racial Diversity

Latinos make up 54% of 
Catholic millennials

SOURCE:
CARA Catholic Polls (CCP)

http://nineteensixty-
four.blogspot.com/2010/08/diversificatio
n.html

http://nineteensixty-four.blogspot.com/2010/08/diversification.html


Latinos made up 15% of freshmen at 
Catholic colleges & 12% of freshmen 
at other religious institutions

SOURCE: American Freshman Survey, UCLA
https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2016.pdf

https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2016.pdf


CCCU schools also diversifying

SOURCE: https://www.christianuniversitiesonline.org/diversity-christian-universities/

https://www.christianuniversitiesonline.org/diversity-christian-universities/


“The single greatest change in the CCCU over the last 
decade is the increase in students from diverse 
backgrounds. The increase in student diversity is 
remarkable: the majority of CCCU campuses today have 
double-digit diversity; a growing number of campuses 
have enrollments where ‘minorities’ outnumber ‘majority’ 
students; and at least five CCCU institutions have achieved 
Hispanic Serving Institution status. But we still remain 
challenged by how to create truly inclusive institutions. 
Faculty, staff, and administrator diversity has not kept pace 
with student diversity.”

-Pete Menjares, Co-Editor of Diversity Matters (2017)

Diversity Matters



Azusa Pacific University is a minority 
majority institution (61.5%)



Colleges need to retool curriculum and 
chaplaincy for diverse student body

Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio, Texas
(63 percent Latino enrollment) 



Challenge/Opportunity #2: Polarization 
on Difficult Political and Social Issues





Almost 8% of freshmen at religious colleges 
identified as LGBTQ in 2017

https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFresh
man2017.pdf

https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2017.pdf


Challenge/Opportunity #3: 
Meeting Spiritual Needs on Multifaith Campus

In American Freshman Survey, 50% of freshmen 
at Catholic colleges are non-Catholic. Over 18% of freshmen 
at other religious colleges are nones or atheists/agnostics.
https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2016.pdf

https://www.heri.ucla.edu/monographs/TheAmericanFreshman2016.pdf


2006 National Study of Campus Ministries 
found growing religious diversity in 80+
church-related colleges & universities



More Multifaith Spaces Since 2006

Augsburg College: “Harbo Meditation and Prayer Area is an interfaith worship 
space located on the first floor of the Christensen Center. Students can find prayer 
rugs, the Bible, the Quran and other religious literature. This space was designed 
by Augsburg students as part of the Interfaith Scholars Program.”



Students from other Christian denominations and 
other religions need more attention



Concluding Thoughts

1) Nones are growing at church-related colleges and 
universities

2) Church-related institutions are good places for 
religious and spiritual exploration

3) Spirituality at church-related schools comes with 
modifiers that ground identity in historic traditions

4) Diversity is both a challenge and an opportunity for 
church-related colleges and universities


