
The Lilly Fellows Program in 
Humanities and the Arts seeks to 
strengthen the quality and shape 
the character of church-related 
institutions of higher learning. 
Three closely related initiatives 
have been designed to accomplish 
this mission: a National Network 
of Church-Related Colleges 
and Universities that sponsors 
a wide variety of activities and 
publications that explore the 
Christian character of the academic 
vocation; a Graduate Fellowship 
Program that supports graduate 
students who are exploring 
vocations in church-related higher 
education, and the two- year, 
residential Postdoctoral Teaching 
Fellowship. As of 2018-2019 the 
Program has awarded seventy-nine 
two-year postdoctoral fellowships 
to teacher-scholars who seek to 
renew and enrich their intellectual 
and spiritual lives while preparing 
for teaching and leadership roles 
at institutions of church-related 
higher education. Fellows teach in 
the honors college (Christ College) 
and departments of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Valparaiso 
University. In addition, Fellows 
conduct scholarship or creative 
work, participate in a two-year 
colloquium, and interact with 
representatives from a national 
network of 101 church-related 
colleges and universities.
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Daniel Silliman is a U.S. historian, specializing in religious, cultural, and 
political history. He has a BA in philosophy from Hillsdale College and an 
MA in American Studies from the University of Tübingen. He earned his 
doctorate in American Studies from the University of Heidelberg. 

At Heidelberg, Silliman wrote his dissertation on the history of bestselling 
evangelical fiction, including Love Comes Softly, Left Behind, and The Shack. 
He shows how markets organized evangelicals and consumption helped them 
articulate evangelical belief. The revised manuscript, Fictions of Belief: 
Bestselling Novels and the Evangelical Imagination, is now under review at 
an academic press. 

Silliman is currently researching a second project: a religious biography of 
Richard Nixon. He has also written about the Bible in America, the Heidelberg 
Catechism in America, Billy Sunday’s circus giant, religious responses to 
World War I, and the various approaches to studying the interactions of 
religion and the marketplace. His popular writing on religion in American 
culture regularly appears in the Washington Post. 

With his teaching, Silliman believes creatively engaging students through 
the subject of American history can help them critically, carefully, and 
empathetically engage their world. His students have re-staged historical 
debates, re-created WWI artifacts, cooked Great Depression dinners, and 
designed games to teach causes of the Civil War. They have also done original 
historical research, learned the skills of critical reading, and written in-depth 
academic papers. His students have gone on to work in embassies and ad 
agencies, theaters, banks, churches, grocery stores, tech companies, non-
profits, and every level of education. He is proud of all of them. 

At Valparaiso, Silliman is teaching both parts of the U.S. history survey, as well 
as courses on Watergate, the Ku Klux Klan, Mass Media and the American 
Presidency, and the Freshman Honors Core.


