
The Lilly Fellows Program in 
Humanities and the Arts seeks to 
strengthen the quality and shape 
the character of church-related 
institutions of higher learning. 
Three closely related initiatives 
have been designed to accomplish 
this mission: a National Network 
of Church-Related Colleges 
and Universities that sponsors 
a wide variety of activities and 
publications that explore the 
Christian character of the academic 
vocation; a Graduate Fellowship 
Program that supports graduate 
students who are exploring 
vocations in church-related higher 
education, and the two- year, 
residential Postdoctoral Teaching 
Fellowship. As of 2017-2018 the 
Program has awarded seventy-six 
two-year postdoctoral fellowships 
to teacher-scholars who seek to 
renew and enrich their intellectual 
and spiritual lives while preparing 
for teaching and leadership roles 
at institutions of church-related 
higher education. Fellows teach in 
the honors college (Christ College) 
and departments of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Valparaiso 
University. In addition, Fellows 
conduct scholarship or creative 
work, participate in a two-year 
colloquium, and interact with 
representatives from a national 
network of one hundred church-
related colleges and universities.
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Daniel Silliman is a U.S. historian, specializing in the history of religion and American 
culture. He has a BA in philosophy from Hillsdale College and an MA in American 
Studies from the University of Tübingen. He earned his doctorate in American Studies 
from the University of Heidelberg.

At Heidelberg, Silliman wrote his dissertation on the history of best-selling evangelical 
fiction. The dissertation looks at the economics of book production, developments in 
distribution, and practices of consumption, to show how novels have helped articulate 
American evangelical identity. His revised manuscript, Fictions of Belief: Best-Selling 
Novels and the Shape of the Evangelical Imagination, tells the story of the the rise of the 
evangelical book market in mid-twentieth century, the development of distinct fiction 
genres in the 1970s, how evangelical publishing went from niche to mainstream in the 
1980s, the cross-over success and cultural dominance of bestsellers in the 1990s, and 
the market’s ultimate fracture and fragmentation with changes in the way books are sold 
at the start of the twenty-first century. Focusing on five novels that have each sold more 
than one million copies, he re-centers the account of modern American evangelicalism 
on middle-aged, middle-class, mostly suburban white women, and how they experience 
their belief in their daily lives.

Silliman’s research looks at the interactions between American religion and culture. 
He is especially interested in the ways economic markets and media networks shape 
religious movements. His newest research projects look at class issues in early twentieth 
century revivalism and the spiritual values of early mass entertainment, as seen in the 
lifework of P.T. Barnum.

He has also written about the Bible in America, the Heidelberg Catechism in America, 
Billy Sunday, the economic history of the Left Behind novels, religious responses to 
World War I, and the various approaches to studying the interactions of religion and 
the marketplace. His popular writing on religion in American culture regularly appears 
in the Washington Post.

With his teaching, Silliman believes that creatively engaging students through the subject 
of American history can help them critically, carefully, and empathetically engage their 
world. He has designed and taught more than a dozen undergraduate and graduate 
courses in the U.S. and Germany. His students have staged historical debates about 
Catholic immigrants, re-created WWI artifacts, and made ads for fictional presidential 
campaigns. They have also done original historical research, learned the skills of critical 
reading, and written in-depth academic papers. His students have gone on to work in 
embassies and ad agencies, theaters, banks, churches, tech companies, human rights 
organizations, and every level of education. He is proud of all of them.

At Valparaiso, Silliman is teaching both parts of the U.S. history survey, a seminar 
on media and the American presidency, a course on Watergate, and the great books 
Freshman program in the honors college.


