
The Lilly Fellows Program in 
Humanities and the Arts seeks to 
strengthen the quality and shape 
the character of church-related 
institutions of higher learning. 
Three closely related initiatives 
have been designed to accomplish 
this mission: a National Network 
of Church-Related Colleges 
and Universities that sponsors 
a wide variety of activities and 
publications that explore the 
Christian character of the academic 
vocation; a Graduate Fellowship 
Program that supports graduate 
students who are exploring 
vocations in church-related higher 
education, and the two- year, 
residential Postdoctoral Teaching 
Fellowship. As of 2016-2017 the 
Program has awarded seventy-four 
two-year postdoctoral fellowships 
to teacher-scholars who seek to 
renew and enrich their intellectual 
and spiritual lives while preparing 
for teaching and leadership roles 
at institutions of church-related 
higher education. Fellows teach in 
the honors college (Christ College) 
and departments of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Valparaiso 
University. In addition, Fellows 
conduct scholarship or creative 
work, participate in a two-year 
colloquium, and interact with 
representatives from a national 
network of ninety-eight church-
related colleges and universities.
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Patrick Gardner earned a B.A. in Philosophy and Theology from University of Notre 
Dame and an M.T.S. in Theological Studies from Duke Divinity School. In January 
2016, he received his PhD in Systematic Theology from Notre Dame, where he also 
served as a Postdoctoral Teaching Scholar for the 2015-2016 academic year. 

Gardner’s research addresses issues in contemporary dogmatic theology, fundamental 
theology, and the philosophy of religion. He has a particular interest in Christian 
engagements with modern thought and culture, as well as theological responses to 
modern atheism. His work is concerned, first, to determine what concepts and practices 
affect the credibility of Christianity in the eyes of modern men and women; and second, 
to identify resources in modern philosophy that Christians can use to address the causes 
of modern atheism.  

Gardner’s current book project, based on his dissertation, studies how these themes are 
taken up by the French Catholic theologian, Henri de Lubac. The book, titled The Spirit 
of History: Henri de Lubac on the Legacy of Joachim of Fiore, offers a reconstruction 
and interpretation of de Lubac’s argument that atheist philosophies of history can be 
traced back to the 12th century Cistercian, Joachim of Fiore (1135-1202). De Lubac’s 
argument, in short, is that Joachim’s theology modifies traditional doctrines in ways that 
modern thinkers come to exploit: enabling figures like Lessing, Saint-Simon, Schelling, 
Hegel, and Marx to conceive of history in Christian categories, but without any reference 
to the Christian God. Gardner’s project not only shines light on a neglected area of de 
Lubac’s thought; it also demonstrates how de Lubac’s own theological positions offer 
compelling alternatives to the positions of Joachim and his atheist admirers.  

In addition to publishing chapters on de Lubac and the German-Polish theologian, Erich 
Przywara (both forthcoming in collected volumes), Gardner is currently translating 
excerpts from de Lubac’s La postérité spirituelle de Joachim de Flore for an anthology 
with Bloomsbury. He is also writing an article on how de Lubac’s early philosophical 
influences inform his writings on nature, grace, and the desire for God. 

Another topic of interest for Gardner is the philosophy and theology of meaning: 
specifically, the question of how religious accounts of meaning shape responses to the 
problem of evil. Evil and suffering remain the most compelling challenges not only 
to belief in God’s existence, but also to the belief that our lives are ultimately mean-
ingful. During his time as a Lilly Fellow, Gardner plans to publish a series of articles 
demonstrating how Christian theodicies often fail when they ignore the dimension of 
meaning. Alternatively, he’ll argue that the only coherent path for theodicies to take is 
to explain how God renders evil powerless to threaten the value of existence. The most 
promising theological response to evil, then, is to focus on how God acts in salvation 
history to ensure that evils no longer undermine the ultimate meaning of human lives. 

Gardner’s teaching interests include a variety of topics, including the introduction to 
the Old and New Testaments, the doctrine of God, and faith and unbelief. As a grad 
student and Postdoctoral Scholar at Notre Dame, he designed and taught courses on 
the Foundations of Theology, Trinitarian theology, and atheism. He has also designed 
and taught versions of an introductory course exclusively for non-Christian students. 
During his time as a Lilly Fellow, Gardner plans to develop a course on Jewish and 
Christian responses to the problem of evil. 


