
The Lilly Fellows Program in 
Humanities and the Arts seeks to 
strengthen the quality and shape 
the character of church-related 
institutions of higher learning. 
Three closely related initiatives 
have been designed to accomplish 
this mission: a National Network 
of Church-Related Colleges 
and Universities that sponsors 
a wide variety of activities and 
publications that explore the 
Christian character of the academic 
vocation; a Graduate Fellowship 
Program that supports graduate 
students who are exploring 
vocations in church-related higher 
education, and the two- year, 
residential Postdoctoral Teaching 
Fellowship. As of 2016-2017 the 
Program has awarded seventy-four 
two-year postdoctoral fellowships 
to teacher-scholars who seek to 
renew and enrich their intellectual 
and spiritual lives while preparing 
for teaching and leadership roles 
at institutions of church-related 
higher education. Fellows teach in 
the honors college (Christ College) 
and departments of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Valparaiso 
University. In addition, Fellows 
conduct scholarship or creative 
work, participate in a two-year 
colloquium, and interact with 
representatives from a national 
network of ninety-eight church-
related colleges and universities.

N I C H O L A S  K A U F F M A N 
Humanit ies and Classics 219.464.6840
PhD Johns Hopkins Univers i ty  Nicholas.Kauffman@valpo.edu

F E L L O W  2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 7

Nicholas Kauffman earned a BA in English from Hillsdale College in 2008. He spent 
two years teaching literature at the secondary level before pursuing graduate training 
at Johns Hopkins University, where he received his PhD in Classics in 2015. 

Kauffman’s scholarly work is concerned with the ancient reception of classical texts, 
especially Homer’s Iliad. Offering as it does both the earliest and the most extensive 
treatment of warfare in the Greco-Roman world, the Iliad has often served as a starting 
point for dialogues about the ethics of war and its representation in art. His dissertation 
traced the way later authors from a variety of periods within antiquity commented on 
or rewrote the many famous death scenes in the Iliad, revealing in the process their 
own values and positions. He has presented portions of this dissertation in various 
forms, including papers at the annual meeting of the Society for Classical Studies and 
an article, forthcoming in Classical Philology, on Apollonius of Rhodes’ adaptation of 
some Homeric similes. 

His current project is a monograph on the reception of the Iliad in the world of late 
antiquity. During this period of drastic geopolitical and ideological change, the Homeric 
epics remained a foundation of elite education. Despite its antiquity, then, the Iliad could 
play an important role in contemporary discourse. In this project, Kauffman focuses 
specifically on the ways the martial epic was used to think though questions about the 
ethics of warfare and violence. Central to his investigation is Nonnus’ Dionysiaca, a 
dazzling and complicated fifth-century epic that uses traditional forms and mythological 
subjects to reflect on late antique society and ideology (a subject Kauffman addresses 
in an article forthcoming in GRBS). He finds other important evidence in the scholia 
to the Iliad, which bear witness to a long history of debate about the epic’s ethical 
implications, as well as the orations of Greek thinkers like Themistius and Libanius, 
who use scenes from the epic in their discussions of the exploits and character of Roman 
emperors. In all of these texts, the Iliad is more than just a literary artifact: rather, it 
prompts and enables complex and often profound debate about the most pressing of 
contemporary issues. 

Kauffman is also an experienced teacher. He has taught Latin and Greek at all levels as 
well as a wide variety of courses in classical literature and culture. His interest in the 
reception of the classics carries over into his courses, in which he constantly emphasizes 
the long afterlives of ancient texts and ideas. He is committed to innovative pedagogy, 
and encourages students to meet and engage with the classics in modern ways. 


